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retrieved Non-Co-operation much as one may do a
hot brick, but as a disciple of peace and brotherly
love he acted strangely and inconsistently when
waves of terrorism swept over Bengal, the North-
West Frontier Province, and the United Provinces.
In order to cope with organized mass murder, it
was necessary for the Government to promulgate a
series of Ordinances, but Gandhi allowed the Ordi-
nances, and not the murders, "to cast a gloom over
his thoughts,"
His prison experiences multiplied, and it was from
prison that he decided to take part in the Indian
Round Table Conferences in St James's Palace, in
London, He was an honoured guest in both places,
but with a remarkable perversity he said far less
at the Conferences than he ever did in prison. Gandhi
was faced with the necessity of once again reverting
to realism, or remaining an enigma. He chose his
r61e as Mahatma, which was politic, if not very
helpful, for the Round Table Conference had de-
generated so much into a battle with those who were
reluctant to grant India her freedom, as a battle
between the guests on the apportionment of the
promised feast, It was all so exceedingly embar-
rassing, for the time of the Conference was taken
up, not with sessional debates, but with backstairs
bickerings and East-end murmurings, while the
Indian delegates made a forlorn attempt to compose
their differences and present a united front at the
Conference table.
This internecine warfare was fought on the principle
of communal representation.    As the mouthpiece of